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By Matthew Tungate
Era staff writer

LA GRANGE — Admitted
offender Donald Edens was

n't even in the courtroom when
he got his freedom.

But Edens, 63, will be back
at his Bedford home within a
couple of weeks. Retired Judge
Dennis Fritz released him on
shock probation Monday.
Edens will have to undergo out
patient treatment as a sex
offender.

He had applied for probation
in September after serving
about a year and a half of a 20-

year prison sentence for
fondUng three children in the
1960s and '70s in Oldham
County and a young relative in
Trimble County in 2000. Edens
pleaded guilty to 51 counts of
sexually abusing children in
April.

Fritz agreed to Edens' proba
tion despite two sex-offender
assessments that said he was
at high risk to offend again and
opposition from Common
wealth's Attorney Kim Snell.

In September 2000, Fritz
and public defender John West
discussed ways to settle Edens'
case with then-
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probation
Commonwealth's Attorney Bill •
Croley, the judge said.

West said he, Croley and
Fritz were discussing allowing
Edens to serve jail time,for-the
Trimble County crime. Upon
his release, Edens would enter
sex-offender treatment with the
understanding that he would
complete it and follow other
rules or the Oldham County
charges would be fHed.

West said he was concerned
when Snell took office and Fritz
retired before a formal agree
ment could be signed. After
Snell took office, he filed the
charges against Edens.

Snell said he was unaware of
any such arrangement and
maintained that Edens should
not be released.
- 'The only reason~he is"even
eligible for shock probation is
because the offenses occurred
in the 19608 and '70s, before
the adoption of the new penal
code," he said, adding that
Edens would not be ehgible for
parole now for those crimes "by
any stretch of the imagination."

Snell also pointed out that
two sex-offender assessments
— including one completed last
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